
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, Tepeyac Hill and Statue FAq

Q: How tall are the statues at the top of Tepeyac Hill?
A: The statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe stands around 12 feet tall. The statue of Saint Juan Diego 
stands around 8 feet tall.

Q: How much do the statues weigh?
A: The statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe weighs approx. 4,400 lbs, and the statue of Saint Juan Diego 
weighs approx. 3,300 lbs. 

Q: What are the statues made of?
A: They are both painted bronze.

Q: What is the Tepeyac Hill?
A: The Tepeyac Hill at the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine is a recreation of the hill in Mexico where Mary 
appeared to Saint Juan Diego on Dec. 12, 1531.

Q: How were the statues placed on top of the hill?
A: Both statues were placed on top of the hill by crane. 

Q: Who made the statues?
A: The statues were created by Georgina Farías Nicolópulos, an artist from Mexico City, Mexico.

Q: Will visitors to the shrine be allowed to walk up Tepeyac Hill?
A: Yes! When the shrine opens to the public, pilgrims and visitors will have the opportunity to walk to 
the top of Tepeyac Hill and see the statues in person. 

Q: When is the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine scheduled to be dedicated?
A: The dedication of the shrine is scheduled for Feb. 17, 2023



Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, Tepeyac Hill and Statue FAq
(cont.)

Q: Who was Blessed Stanley Rother?
A: Blessed Stanley Rother (ROW-THER), was an Okarche farmer who in 1963 became a priest of what 
was then the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa and served as a missionary in Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala. In 1981, Father Rother was murdered in his rectory during a violent civil war. In 2016, Pope 
Francis declared him a martyr for the faith – the first recognized Catholic martyr from the United 
States. He was beatified in 2017 in Oklahoma City – the final step on the path to becoming a canonized 
Saint in the Catholic Church. 

Q: What is the purpose of the shrine?
A: The shrine will serve as the final resting place of Blessed Stanley Rother and will be a place to 
glorify God and honor the life and martyrdom of Blessed Stanley. The Spanish colonial-style church, 
which will be the largest Catholic church in Oklahoma, will host many large diocesan events and will 
help accommodate the growing Hispanic population and the parishes of Sacred Heart and Holy Angels 
whose current parishes are significantly overcrowded.

Q: Will the dedication of the shrine be open to the public?
A: The dedication will be a mixture of invitation-only seating and public seating. There will be public 
seating inside the shrine church and outdoor space where attendees will be able to participate in the 
dedication via live-stream from inside the church.


